LOCAL LEAGUE RULES - Spring 2007
Ventura County USTA Jr. Team Tennis

In order for all teams to compete on a level playing field, refer to the 2007 Captains Handbook (Southern Cal Section Rules) for a complete list of updated guidelines and eligibility rules. Below is a review of the most area specific rules for the Ventura County Section.

PLAY FORMAT

Spring Divisions in the Ventura County league consist of 12’s and 14’s Intermediate and Advanced (Co-ed) and 18’s Advanced.

Intermediate 12’s and 14’s divisions: Teams may include any combination of boys and/or girls, but must have at least six players registered to qualify for Sectionals. An individual player must complete a minimum of two matches to qualify for Sectionals. Eligibility is based on rules noted in 2007 JR. Team Tennis Handbook. Team matches will consist of four singles matches and two doubles matches. Individual matches will be played using a single (1) regular set, no ad scoring and a 12 point tiebreak at 6-6. Players MUST play in order of ability, regardless of gender. Note that the team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to Sectionals, thus giving players the incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match.

Advanced 12’s and 14’s Divisions: Teams must consist of at least 3 boys and 3 girls to qualify for sectionals; each player must complete a minimum of two matches during the season. Eligibility is based on rules noted in the 2007 Jr. Team Tennis Handbook. Team matches will consist of two girl’s singles, two boy’s doubles and two mixed doubles. Individual matches will be played using a single (1) regular set, no ad scoring and a 12 point tiebreak at 6-6. Players MUST play in order of ability, but against same gender. Note that the team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to Sectionals, thus giving players and incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match.

18 Intermediate and Advanced Divisions: Teams must consist of at least 6 players, and to qualify for sectionals, each player must complete a minimum of two matches during the season. Eligibility is based on rules noted in the 2007 Jr. Team Tennis Handbook. Team matches will consist of two singles and two doubles, playing the best of three sets and a 12 point tiebreak at 6-6. A 10 point tiebreaker will be played in lieu of a third set. Players MUST play in order of ability. Note that the team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to Sectionals, thus giving players and incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match.

Ralleyball: Divisions include 10 and under and 12 and under for players just starting their tennis career. Ralleyball teams do not qualify for sectionals, but will register on Tennislink and will be considered an integral part of the league; every player needs to start somewhere! A Ralleyball tournament may be schedule by the SCTA after regular league play; you will be advised of any details. See Ralleyball Procedural manual for scoring and format.


MANAGING YOUR TEAM

If a team cannot field six players, then players can play a singles and a doubles match, but at the appropriate match line (use appropriate gender for 12 and 14 advanced divisions). The opposing team coach must be made aware of this situation prior to the match.
*Both coaches must confirm match time, dates, location and number of players each team will bring to the match at last 48 hours in advance. If a team needs to reschedule a match, it automatically becomes the other team’s home match and the league commissioner needs to be notified of the change. Also, please advise the other coach if you will be defaulting any lines.
*A copy of “The Code” should be given to each player and any parent coaches. This will answer most rules of play questions, and is posted on the area web page.

COACHING

Coaching during matches is allowed. One coach (or parent) per team must be designated before the match to coach all of his/her players on changeovers only. Parents or coaches may not speak to players at all during play, regardless of language spoken. Threatening or rude behavior toward any player, parent or coach will NOT be tolerated, and will result in an immediate ban from Jr. Team Tennis. Any misconduct should be reported to the league commissioner immediately.

DEFAULTS

Individual defaults: If you are unable to bring the minimum required for a match, please advise the opposing coach the day prior to the match (24 hours). Any player that shows up to a match needs to play at least one round. Defaults must always occur from the bottom line up. If it is your # 1 and # 2 player who are missing, you must move your line 3 player into line one.
*Full team defaults: If a team absolutely can not make a match, they will have to re-schedule with the opposing team. The makeup date needs to be set immediately; do not wait until the end of the season to reschedule. The team who would have received the default now becomes the home team. If, for some reason, a full-team default is not made up at the end of the season, each team in contention will be awarded the same default by the defaulting team. Please make every attempt to avoid this situation.


SCORING AND SCORE SHEETS

Print score sheets from Tennislink, using your specific match number. Each score sheet will list players from both teams, and will reflect the format of play. Scores must be entered on-line (using match number) within 24 hours of the completed match by both captains. Do not enter players that did not play; do enter scores from the winning perspective first. If the other team has already entered scores, review and either confirm or dispute. Players who are not registered before they play their match are subject to default. Any disputes that can not be worked out will be referred to the area commissioner immediately. 
*At the end of the season, the qualified teams with the most games won will win the division.  

HOME TEAM

The home team will provide balls for each match. The SCTA encourages you to use Penn balls, the official ball of USTA Jr. Team Tennis. Coaches must set-up appropriate court time well in advance. Please be sure water and restrooms are available at home sites. 


SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

*Although USTA Jr. Team Tennis mission is about giving kids the opportunity to play competitive tennis at the appropriate skill level, the opportunity to go to the Sectional Championships is exciting. Most kids enjoy the experience, but it takes a team effort. Please encourage parents to make sure their children are available for the weekend of Sectionals. If the team winning the divison is not able to go to sectionals, the second place team will attend.

LEAGUE AWARDS

The winning team in each division will receive individual player awards, certificates and a team award. The above awards will also be presented to the league runner-up team if there are four or more teams in a division.

DISPUTES

For any disputes, the League Commissioner must receive written protest no later than 48 hours following the match or incident. Infighting and derogatory comments between coaches/captains will NOT be tolerated. Young players will not witness such behavior.

AREA COMMISSIONER – Ventura County
Frank Bonvino

818-991-9811

fabonvino@sbcglobal.net
